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WELCOME to the February / March 

2021 edition of the Parish News.  We hope 

all our readers remain well, despite the 

lockdown and pandemic continuing to 

affect all our lives.   

 

Now, more than ever, is the time to help 

others and support local businesses.  We 

particularly thank our advertisers for their 

continuing support in these challenging times. 

 

 

THE PARISH NEWS EDITORIAL TEAM 
 

Allerthorpe     Penny Simmons   303832 

   pennysimmons@mac.com 

   Mark Stageman   303862 

   misitaalgoec@gmail.com 

   Margaret Murray 

   margaret.m.murray17@gmail.com 

Barmby Moor     Jackie Jeffery    303651 

      jack@rosedene.com 

      Gail Turner    380250 

      gturner1518@gmail.com  

Fangfoss and Bolton    Julia Cockman   369662 

      julia.cockman@gmail.com 

Yapham-cum-Meltonby    Elaine Stubbings   304773 

      elainestubbings@btconnect.com 

Thornton and Melbourne   Rebecca Metcalfe   318562 

      rebeccaemetcalfe@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 

 

We welcome all articles but reserve the right to shorten or amend them. 

Whilst we are happy to publish unedited articles, in the spirit of freedom of 

speech, any views expressed are not necessarily those of the Parish News 

Editorial Team.  

mailto:pennysimmons@mac.com
mailto:misitaalgoec@gmail.com
mailto:elainestubbings@btconnect.com
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WHEN SHOULD CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS BE 

PUT AWAY? 
I do not know if you caught a little discussion on Radio 4 recently about 

when to take down Christmas decorations.  It was Twelfth Night (5th 

January) versus Candlemas (2nd February).  Candlemas is one of the oldest 

Holy Days in the Christian calendar commemorating the presentation of 

Jesus at the Temple (Luke 2:22ï40).  

 

While it is customary for Christians in some countries to remove their 

Christmas decorations on Twelfth Night (Epiphany Eve), those in other 

Christian countries historically remove them after Candlemas.  

  

On Candlemas, many 

Christians also bring their 

candles to their local church, 

where they are blessed and 

then used for the rest of t he 

year; and these blessed 

candles serve as a symbol of 

Jesus Christ, the Light of the World.  We have celebrated in this way in our 

group of churches in previous years. 

 

In France, Belgium, and Swiss 

Romande, crêpes or pancakes 

are a traditional food on 

Candlemas, which is their 

Pancake Day.  Tradition also 

says Nativity sets should not be 

put away until Candlemas, which 

is the last feast of the Christmas 

cycle.  The pancakes, with their 

round shape and golden colour, 

are reminiscent of the solar disc, and refer to the return of Spring after the 

dark and cold of Winter.  

 

Elaine Stubbings
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SANTA KICKS COVID INTO TOUCH 
Set up in December 2019 and based at 

Pocklington Rugby Club, óPocklington Rugby in the 

Communityô is a new charity.   

 

Their status as a charity was received just two 

weeks before Christmas 2019 with a grant to 

provide Christmas dinners for the lonely, isolated and 

vulnerable.   In the two weeks available, the charity 

managed to organise at the rugby club a small sit -down Christmas dinner 

for just under 20 people.  Whilst pleased with their efforts, they envisioned 

a much bigger and better event for 2020.  

 

Sadly, the official launch of the new charity, at the annual Rugby 7s, was 

cancelled due to Covid.   Undeterred, the plans began for Christmas 2020.  

Being unable to host the dinner at PRUFC, a ómeals on wheelsô style 

delivery was organised with an anticipated 50 diners. The number grew 

beyond all expectations.  

 

Clare Friend, the rugby club Catering Manager, agreed she could cope with 

80.  Preparing all the food on site, under strict social distancing rules, 

proved to be logistically challenging.  Thanks to an amazing team of over 

70 volunteers from Pocklington Rugby, Tennis and Hockey Clubs, 

Pocklington Runners, and others, 210 dinners were delivered, over two 

days, to vulnerable residents of Pocklington and surrounding villages, 

including several in Barmby Moor.  A military style operation saw our 

community really coming together, than ks to the support of many local 

businesses, farmers, butchers and supermarkets who provided all the food 

for free.  

 

The PRITC Charity would like to expand working with local charities and 

villages by providing facilities at the club for community groups w ho may 

need a home. It is investing money from grants to convert space at the 

club for this very purpose. You can contact the charity via their email 

pocklington@gmail.com, or Val French, Barmby Moor, PRITC Trustee at 

valfrench_ssco@hotmail.com Mobile: 07703134034 

mailto:pocklington@gmail.com
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L¢Ω{ NOT EASY BEING A BIRD 

This is the hardest time for birds, 

now the autumn crop of berries and 

seeds is running out, the ground and 

water are freezing, and insects are 

buried or are hibernating. Here are 

some ways we can help: 

 

Water - Many people put out food for 

birds, but fewer provide water. Birds 

need fresh water for drinking and keep their plumage clean.  If you do  not 

live near water, such as streams, you can help birds by ensuring the water 

in bird baths or ponds is not frozen.   Even a plant pot saucer will do.  

Never add salt to water to stop it freezing; as it is harmful to birds.  

 

Buying food - Insect eaters such as robins 

and blackbirds love mealworms. Goldfinches 

will be attracted to nyjer seed .  You need a 

special nyjer seed feeder for this as the seed 

is so small it falls out of normal seed 

feeders. 

Bird seed mix containing wheat tends to 

attract wood pigeons: seed mixes without 

wheat are available, although more 

expensive. 

 

Sharing your dinner with the birds  - You do not have to spend money on 

special bird food, many kitchen scraps and leftovers make ideal snacks for 

birds visiting your garden.  Here are some suggestions: 

Fat from cuts of meat (as long as it comes only from unsalted varieties) 

can be put out in large pieces and anchored to stop large birds flying away 

with a whole piece.  Cold cut roast potatoes are also good.  Fruit, any 

excess or bruised apples pears and other fruit, but please cut them up first .  

Pastry cooked or uncooked is excellent, as are dried fruit,  leftover fruit cake  

and broken biscuits. 
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Golden rules for feeding birds ï Do not put out salty foods ; birds cannot 

digest them, and it will damage their nervous system.  Only leave enough 

that can be eaten in one day otherwise you may attract rats.   Wash your 

hands after filling feeders, wash feeders frequently, and move them around 

the garden to avoid build -up of disease.  Try not to offer bread in large 

quantities, as bread, especially the white variety, has a low nutritional 

value and it may attract unwelcome visitors. 

                                                         Felicity Beaumont                                    
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Firstly, several updates on Humberside Police.  

 

There has been an increase in the number of 

police officers ï from 1420 in 2014 to 2036 in 

November 2020. Pocklington has re-introduced 

12 Response Officers with 4 more coming soon. 

These officers respond to emergency and urgent 

calls. 

 

Neighbourhood Policing is growing in the East Riding.  Humberside Police 

are introducing a new Rural Task Force ï it has one Sergeant and four PCs 

based in Driffield and will concentrate on crime in rural areas.  These are  

in addition to a Wildlife and Heritage crime officer.   Recently a Roads Crime 

Team has been introduced, to focus on those using the road networks to 

commit crime.  CID Officers have been reinstated in Goole and Beverley, 

and a dedicated Domestic Abuse Team is being introduced early in 2021. 

 

Operation Galaxy continues to work to catch organised criminals. They 

have successfully seized drugs, money, counterfeit goods, made arrests, 

and forced property closures.  Officers have continued the force-wide 

community engagement programme and have knocked on more than 

27,000 doors to ask residents what their concerns are. 

 

Chief Officers are active members of the Local Resilience Forum which 

brings agencies together in response to Covid-19. 

  

Good news is that crime rates in Humberside are down.  Calls and contacts 

about crime and criminals to Crimestoppers have increased.  One important 

message is that it is people who stop crime.  So, the police can only work 

well when local residents support the police officers by keeping their eyes 

and ears open for anything unusual and certainly never react ing by saying 

ñitôs probably nothing importantò. 

 

For those of you who have dogs (working, showing or companions) please 

be alert, as all dogs can be targets for unscrupulous criminals to steal.  Dog 
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stealing has increased by 27%.  Be particularly alert when your dog is 

running free as they might be distracted by strangers using whistles or 

duck decoy-type noises and drugged.  As with so many criminal activities it 

takes only a few seconds to grab a dog and bundle it into a van, never to 

be seen again. 

 

Covid-19 scams continue, the latest is a text saying you are eligible for a 

vaccine jab ï do not click on the link.  Other messages include fake 

GOV.UK URL links, suggestion of a lockdown fine, health supplements and 

offers of financial support from your bank.  

 

Remember with Covid-19 cases still rising, you can do your bit.  

 

If you want more information, go  to 

https://www.eastriding.gov.uk/3stepstosafety  

 

Keep safe and well.    Gail Turner 

Total November = 20.5 mm or

0.81 inches

Total December = 109 mm or

4.29 inches

Total Year 2020 = 704 mm or

December saw a wet end to the year, but we were  drier than 27.72 inches

the UK average (162.1 mm versus our 109mm). Over the year we only 

received 54% of the UK average rainfall. Recorded in Allerthorpe
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FARMING NEWS 
The frosty weather at the beginning of the year has helped the 

vernalisation process of autumn sown wheat, which is the physiological 

development arising from prolonged cold exposure that provides the ability 

of plants, such as wheat, to  flower.  It delays maturity before reproduction 

can occur which enhances yield.  

 

Activity in the fields is low just now , with the frosts enabling some hedge 

trimming to occur as the tractors tread lightly on the hard ground and do 

not compact the soil underneath.  There are more crops in the ground than 

at this time last year , and by mid-February some farmers will be thinking 

about the first application of fertilizer.  

 

Oilseed rape growing has 

gone out of favour  in 

some quarters now. The 

problems of growing it are 

well documented, but the 

recent price rise in palm 

oil and its associated 

products may tempt some 

back into oil production, 

with lupins making a 

comeback.  It is a true 

break crop with valuable soil-improving benefits. The seed is a high-quality 

protein that could replace some of the imported soya used in livestock 

rations, being a sustainable UK-grown alternative. It is not a new crop 

however and has been grown in a limited way since 1996.  Weed control 

and lack of a quantifiable market has limited its growth and success.  

      

Eggs are a subject I rarely touch on, but apparently white feathered laying 

hens offer a higher output than brown feathered birds.   The white breeds 

live longer, and their overall egg output is higher.  White bird flocks lay for 

95 weeks while brown flocks can only manage 74 weeks. This difference is 

tempered somewhat by the buying public pr eferring brown eggs, and yes, 
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white birds can lay brown eggs, but it is usually their brown feathered 

cousins that do. 

      

My father advised me that for a complicated negotiation between two 

parties to be sustainably successful both sides should feel somewhat 

aggrieved at the outcome.  With the above in mind the recent conclusion 

to ñBrexitò may bode well for the future. No doubt there will be some 

problems and the deals fall short with fishing and frictionless trade , 

particularly in Ireland.  Covid-19, of course, is not helping at the borders 

and in this third lockdown we are told that farmers, their staff, and vets 

remain on the list of key workers which means school can remain open for 

the children of these groups.  

      

JCB Loadalls are popular machines on farms (other makes are available) 

but unfortunately their reverse alarms are a considerable source of noise 

pollution. The piercing beep-beep sound can carry a long way. There is an 

option at extra cost to have a less obtrusive ñwhite noiseò alarm fitted and 

there is pressure for them to be fitted as standard. White noise is random 

noise that has a flat spectral density ï so now you know!  

G O Farmer 
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BOOK REVIEWS BY FELICITY BEAUMONT 
The House by Tom Watson  

A remarkable debut thriller from the former deputy 

leader of the Labour Party, that reveals Westminster 

as a place of ambition, hope, secrets, friendship, and 

betrayal.  Written during 2020 it is set in 2022 where 

masks, sanitiser and no handshaking have become an 

accepted part of life.  

 

The Postscript Murders by 

Ellie Griffiths  

A literary mystery for fans of 

Anthony Horowitz, Agatha Christie, and anyone 

whoôs ever wondered just how authors think up such 

realistic crimes. 

It ranges from the sleepy seaside town of Shoreham 

to the granite streets of Aberdeen. The detective 

Kaur is a fine intuitive detective: she is gay, still lives 

at home with her parents and is never afraid to 

follow her gut instinct.  

 
Call for the Dead by John le Carré   

The death of John le Carré this year might prompt 

you to read (or re -read) some of his novels.  Call 

for the Dead is his first novel, which introduces 

George Smiley, the most famous of his characters. 

A foreign office civil servant, Samuel Fennan, 

apparently committed suicide after a routine 

security check by George Smiley: because of this 

the head of service sets Smiley up to be blamed for 

Fentonôs death ï and Smiley begins his own 

investigation. 

 

All the above are available from East Riding Libraries.  We should thank  

the library service for maintaining a click and collect service giving us all 

some respite and boosting our mental health through reading.  


