
Report on Footpaths in the Fangfoss with Bolton Parish 
 

All footpaths in the Parish were walked in both directions over the weekend of 30 th June/1st 

July 2018.  The weather was hot and dry, as it had been for some weeks and therefore all 

the ground was hard.  Footpaths 8, 9, 10 and 11 can only be reached via other paths in 

Yapham or Bishop Wilton Parishes.  Generally the paths have improved since the last 

survey in 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main issues: 

Paths 4 has a short section which is unwalkable as the crops are too close to the edge of the 

field 

Paths 5, 6, 7 (crossing the same field) are overgrown or very narrow 

Path 12 has a short section which is very overgrown 

 

 



Path 1: Highfield Road to Gowthorpe 

 

 
This footpath is much improved.  It starts 
from Highfield Road 0.3 miles from the 
chicane at the north end of Fangfoss and 
covers 0.58 miles to Gowthorpe where it 
joins a path to Bishop Wilton (after a short 
distance on the road turning right from Path 
1). 
 
 
There  is a clear finger post at the road side 
at each end of the path 
 
 
 

 

 
The style at the start has been replaced by a 
gate which makes this path more accessible.  
However from the road to the first tree (c. 
100yds) the path is overgrown with tall grass.  
At the tree it joins a good farm track and 
continues straight on (no signage here) 
 

 
 

 
 
After an s-bend near some old brick 
buildings the path comes to a left turn clearly 
marked by an arrow post (new since last 
survey) 

 
 

 
 
It continues as a broad, easily walked, 
grassy, tractor width path 

 

The exit to the road at Gowthorpe passes 
through the side of a garden.  It has been 
cleared of nettles and weeds.  The current 
owners are maintaining this short section of 
path which now avoids walkers going 
through the garden/drive 
 
The return journey is equally easy 

  



Path 2: End of Back Lane towards High Belthorpe 

 

This is a Bridleway which starts at the end of 
Back Lane (0.3 of a mile from Highfield 
Road).  It is probably the best used path in 
the parish as it is easy to walk and links to 
Bishop Wilton via High Belthorpe.  There are 
finger and arrow pointers. Access is usually 
via a gap beside the farm gate but the gate is 
currently broken and permanently open. 
 

 

It is a very easy tractor width route.  The 
section within the parish is 0.4 of a mile to 
the bridge across the beck but the whole 
route which continues as Bishop Wilton Path 
10 is c. 2 miles to the road 
 
 
 
 

 

Path 3: Back Lane to parish boundary 

 

This is a little known footpath as there is no 
signage whatsoever anywhere on the route 
and there is usually a closed gate at the start 
– although it was open on this particular day.  
It is 0.4 of a mile long and starts at the end of 
Back Lane next to the start for Path 2.  It 
ends at a hedge at the parish boundary and 
does not connect to any other track  
 

 

 
It begins as a grass path between two 
hedges and goes through another gate 
before skirting a field to a further gate (all 
gates easily opened and closed) 
 
 
 
 

  
 

This route has improved greatly since the last survey as the farmer has left a clear walkway 
through the crops and it is now possible to walk the complete length.  Although it goes 
nowhere it is one of the most pleasant walks and well worth twenty peaceful minutes 

 



Path 4:  Bolton to Bolton Lane 

   

 
The start of Path 4 is indicated by a finger 
post on the left side of the road 0.2 of a mile 
from the Bolton sign at the north end of the 
village.  The path is accessed across a drive 
and through a gate on the right side of the 
road.  It starts between two houses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
The path continues through two more gates, 
the second of which is locked but there is a 
gap to the side allowing access 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A third gate gives on to a bank between two 
fields which is difficult to walk especially 
when the hedge between the fields is 
reached, but there is an easier route on the 
edge of the turf in the field to the right.  The 
path ends across a small bridge (getting 
overgrown) onto Bolton Lane and is 0.63 
miles long. 

   

 
The finger post at the Bolton Lane end was 
becoming covered with ivy so as much as 
possible was pulled away 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
On the return journey an attempt was made 
to use the correct path rather than the turf 
field but there was no signage through the 
farm buildings and the path around the field 
edge was extremely difficult as the field had 
been planted too near to the edge 



   

Path 5: Bolton to Snake Lane  

 

Path 5 is accessed through a kissing gate 
from Highfield Lane at the southern end of 
Bolton.  It is a route to Yapham and cuts off 
a wide bend in Snake Lane so is quite well 
used. 
The path is 0.60 miles long 

   

The path starts at the side of a field but is 
not good, being rutted and overgrown with 
nettles and other vegetation. 
 
There are arrow markers for Paths 6 and 7 
(one completely lost in the undergrowth) but 
they are not aligned to the paths (see later) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 After the first field the path was “lost” in a 
fallow field.  Knowing the general direction a 
tractor track was used until the path could be 
picked up again 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
At the Snake Lane end the path is clearly 
marked and easier to follow.  It begins along 
a bank between two fields but as this was 
rutted and hard due to the weather it was 
easier to walk on the fallow field.  From this 
end the path used by others across the dry 
field was discernable (maybe due to the 
direction of the sun) 

 

  



Path 6 & 7: linking to Path 5 

 

Both 6 & 7 start in Snake Lane and cross the 
same field at diagonals to meet up with Path 
5.  Only one is signposted from Snake Lane, 
although both are signed from Path 5, 
however Path 7 has strayed from its 
intended location 

   

 
As in 2010 the farmer has made no attempt 
to maintain this path and it only exists 
because walkers have tramped across the 
crop.  Consequently their route approximates 
to the actual route. Both are very difficult to 
walk – although people obviously do so. 
 
 
Each of these paths is only 0.10 miles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This tractor trail is better than the paths 
crossing it! 
 
Although dry currently, paths 5, 6 and 7 can 
become very muddy in wet weather. 

 

  



Path 8: Yapham to Snake Lane 

 

The path starts as Yapham path 5 which has 
the same starting point as Yapham 4 at the 
beck by the garden. (see Path 9).  After 
going downhill across a field it meets the 
Fangfoss with Bolton Path 8 at a corner 
which although at first sight looks overgrown 
is actually easy to pass. 

    

 
The path continues uphill alongside a hedge. 
There are arrow posts wherever the path 
turns – a little hidden in the long grass but 
not difficult to see 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The path crosses a field which the framer 
has attempted to keep clear but wild flowers 
have taken over.  It is not difficult to walk 
through however. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
At the Snake Lane end there is a good finger 
pointer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Walking from Snake Lane to Yapham gives 
the best views. 
 
Total length 0.30 miles (plus 0.20 for 
Yapham 5) 

 

  



 

Path 9: Snake Lane to Yapham Path 4 

   

The finger post is a few yards off Snake 
Lane but is easy to see. The path, initially 
across a meadow, has been marked by 
frequent use and cannot be missed 

   

 
At the end of the meadow there is a kissing 
gate leading to another field where the path 
goes around the edge to the corner of the 
field. 
 
This is the boundary for the parish.  The path 
then crosses a small wooden bridge to 
become  Yapham Path 4 

 

The path crosses the centre of the next field 
going uphill to Yapham and enters the village 
at a gate that leads onto a small section of 
path across a garden 
 
Distance – 0.24 miles plus 0.2 for Yapham 4 

 

  



Path 10: Link path 

 

Path 10 links Yapham path 3 with Bishop 
Wilton path 12 and can only be accessed 
from these two paths. The Yapham path 
starts in High Bields on the road to Bishop 
Wilton and goes through the houses to end 
at a farm gate (this point can also be reached 
by turning left at the end of Yapham 4 

 

 
After the gate the path crosses a field 
downhill to meet the Fangfoss with Bolton 
boundary at the hedge/beck. 

   

 
At the boundary 
there is a good finger 
post and the path 
continues as a 
grassy track around 
the edge of two 
fields. 
 
It ends at a gate 
through a hedge 
where it meets 
Bishop Wilton path 
12 which continues 
for c. 2 miles 
Path 10 is 0.45 miles 
plus 0.1 of Yapham 3 

 

 
 

 
 

Path 11: to Meltonby from Path 10 

   

This path is only 0.08 miles long and links 
Path 10 with Yapham path1 to Meltonby.  It 
is indicated by an arrow post and the farmer 
has kept the path clear.  The access to the 
Meltonby path at the field edge is however 
overgrown 

  



 

Path 12: Station Road to Spittal 

 
 

Path 12 begins on Station Road two thirds 
of a mile from Chestnut Way and is clearly 
signposted.  It is well used as it provides a 
circular walk. (using Station Road and 
Highfield Lane) 
 
 
 
 

  
 

    

 
It is a wide graveled path leading to 
Fangfoss Grange and continues passing to 
the right of the farm before turning left 
through a gap in a hedge (arrow sign at 
knee level on left) 
The path ends after 0.6 of a mile and only 
the observant would notice the finger post 
hidden in the undergrowth.  However at 
this point it becomes Bramer Lane track 
and most would not realise it has a 
different status when it continues between 
two hedges 

 

Unfortunately the track is not used by the 
farmer throughout its length.  For the most 
part tractor use (and probably maintenance 
by the farmer) has kept the path clear.  
However there is a short section that is so 
overgrown as to be almost impassable.  
Fortunately there is access to the adjacent 
field on the right and this section can be 
avoided by walking at the side of the field  

 

 
The access from the road in Spittal is clear 
and easy. 

 


