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WELCOME to the August / September 

2021 edition of the Parish News.  Hopefully, 

you are all welcoming the return to the new 

normal, as we learn to live, like flu, with the 

Covid virus.  Our thanks to Howard Chivers 

for the reminder of the beauty of nature. 

 

Remember we still need to keep vigilant and 

think of others to help keep the virus away.   

 

 

THE PARISH NEWS EDITORIAL TEAM 
 

Allerthorpe     Penny Simmons   303832 

   pennysimmons@mac.com 

   Mark Stageman   303862 

   misitaalgoec@gmail.com 

   Margaret Murray 

   margaret.m.murray17@gmail.com 

Barmby Moor     Jackie Jeffery    303651 

      jack@rosedene.com 

      Gail Turner    380250 

      gturner1518@gmail.com  

Fangfoss and Bolton    Julia Cockman   369662 

      julia.cockman@gmail.com 

Yapham-cum-Meltonby    Elaine Stubbings   304773 

      elainestubbings@btconnect.com 

Thornton and Melbourne   Rebecca Metcalfe   318562 

      rebeccaemetcalfe@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 

 

We welcome all articles but reserve the right to shorten or amend them. 

Whilst we are happy to publish unedited articles, in the spirit of freedom of 

speech, any views expressed are not necessarily those of the Parish News 

Editorial Team.  

mailto:pennysimmons@mac.com
mailto:misitaalgoec@gmail.com
mailto:elainestubbings@btconnect.com
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A PLACE FOR PEOPLE AND NATURE? 
Throughout the recent and ongoing restrictions imposed because of the 

Covid pandemic, Jubilee Park in Fangfoss has remained open to the public. 

The park continues to be a place where people of all ages can play, 

exercise, walk their dogs and enjoy nature in a spacious outdoor 

environment. 

 

The overwhelming response by regular users of the park and visitors has 

been positive and appreciative.  As well as large wildlife and play areas, 

Jubilee Park boasts an excellent array of facilities including climbing 

frames, the ever-popular zip wire, and some splendid new outdoor gym 

equipment.  

 

Jubilee Park exists entirely by the work of the committee who manage it, 

together with a number of willing local people, all of whose efforts are 

entirely voluntary. However, there are several financial costs that the park 

has to cover, including maintenance of the facilities, hedge and grass-

cutting, the provision of security equipment and public liability insurance. 

 

The pandemic has forced the cancellation of two of Jubilee Park’s most 

lucrative fund-raising events - the annual safari supper, and the November 
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bonfire and fireworks display.  Whilst it is hoped these will resume as the 

pandemic restrictions are eased, there remains an ongoing need to find 

ways of funding the park, and volunteers to help. 

 

In addition, in an apparent change of policy, last year the local Parish 

Council cut its financial support for Jubilee Park by almost half, and this 

year has indicated it may not be able to provide any support at all.  The 

Parish Council’s withdrawal of support for Jubilee Park poses a serious 

threat to the park’s future and makes it even more imperative that ways 

are found to ensure that the park survives and thrives. 

 

If you are willing to give a few hours of your time to help support this 

marvellous local facility, in however small a way, please contact Mark 

Gibbens, Chair of Jubilee Park Committee, by email on 

gibbensmark@gmail.com 

 

Tony Drew 
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FARMING NEWS 
Harvest is now underway in the region, perhaps only spasmodically as 

crops are much later to ripen this year.  August is the usual harvest month 

in these parts, drifting into September on the Wolds.  

 

Many farmers pool their machinery resources, or use contractors to carry 

out the harvesting, baling, and sowing afterwards.  Some use central 

stores to keep and dry and condition their produce, until it is deemed the 

right time to sell.  Hence we see a proliferation of speedy tractors and 

trailers hauling grain and other produce from field to store. No sooner has 

the harvested crop left the field, preparations for sowing the next crop take 

place.  Oilseed rape, in particular, ideally needs to be sown by mid August. 

As regards making money out of farming, it is said that half of a farmer’s 

profit is linked to price and half to yield. Yet most spend 90% of their time 

on crop management and very little time on marketing! 

 

A well known farm business consultant estimates that the number of full-

time UK farm businesses will drop from about 54,000 in 2021 to just 

42,500 by 2030. By far the biggest driver would be the fall in financial 

support from the EU and now the UK government.  Most of the farms 

would be amalgamated into larger existing businesses where the scaled up 

operation would hopefully make them viable.  

 

Sometimes numbers of predatory bird species must be controlled.  We are 

now seeing long-term barn owl families being ousted by jackdaws and 

ground nesters like plovers, oyster catchers and curlews all being hounded 

and harassed by both corvids and raptors.  Farmers follow stewardship 

options to attract them, only to watch them driven off or taken by 

protected species.  

     

Some of us who have access to Amazon Prime may have seen the 

“marmite” character Jeremy Clarkson’s valiant attempt to farm 1,000 acres 

of land with sheep. He has managed to highlight, to a general audience, a 

lot of the misfortunes that happen during the farming year. He managed to 

get tramlines in the wrong place, have sheep roaming round the village, 

touch a live electric fence, and not understand the rules about not storing 
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nitrogen based fertiliser next to stored hay etc. Whatever you think of JC, 

the programme has spread awareness about this tough way of life of 

earning a living to many who don’t know what farming is all about, in an 

entertaining and watchable way.  After a full year of trials, tribulations and 

exertions, Jezza said he made £146 profit! 

 

G.O.Farmer 

Total May = 97 mm or

3.82 inches

Total June = 26 mm or

1.02 inches

Total Year 2020 = 302 mm or

After a dry April, rain returned in abundance in May 11.89 inches

Recorded in Allerthorpe
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Neighbourhood Watch groups are gearing 

up to being able to be more proactive once, 

hopefully, we are unlocked. Their initial  

emphasis will focus on security measures at 

home. 

 

Humberside Police recommend that 

residents aim to acquire and fit as many of 

the following as are practical: 

 

Shed alarms, security lighting, snap locks on windows, window alarms, 

door chains, door viewers, door alarms, door chimes (intercom), door 

locks, and Birmingham and London bars. 

 

Later this year Humberside Police will be conducting a survey to find out 

what residents would like to see as the future of Neighbourhood Watch, 

and how Humberside Police and partner agencies interact with everyone in 

their area. 

 

Scam Calls 

The National Fraud Intelligence 

Bureau (NFIB) sits alongside 

Action Fraud within the City of 

London Police.  They are the 

National policing lead for 

economic crime. The NFIB is warning the public to be vigilant about scam 

calls that appear to come from numbers like theirs, typically using the first 

7 digits.  

 

The calls impersonate well-known government organisations or law-

enforcement agencies.  They ask the recipient to ‘press 1’ to speak with an 

advisor or police officer about unpaid fines or police warrants. Victims 

report receiving such calls and messaging via widely used messaging apps, 

like WhatsApp.   
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Government and law enforcement agencies will not notify you about 

unpaid fines or outstanding police warrants by calling or texting. Therefore, 

do not respond to any such calls or texts. 

 

Always stop to think before parting with money or personal information. It 

could prevent you becoming a victim of fraud. You should reject, refuse, or 

ignore such requests.  Only criminals will try to rush or panic you. 

 

If you receive a suspicious text message 

you can report it by forwarding the 

message to 7726, free of charge.  

Suspicious phone or mobile calls can 

also be reported to Action Fraud via: 

actionfraud.police.uk/report.phishing 

 

Remember – keep alert for yourself and others  and take care. 

 

Gail Turner  
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BOOK REVIEWS BY FELICITY BEAUMONT 
The Royal Secret, by Andrew Taylor  
The latest book from one of the best 

historical crime writers today, in a series 

featuring James Marwood, is set in the 

reign of King Charles II. 

Two young girls plot a murder by 

witchcraft. Soon afterwards a 

government clerk dies painfully in 

mysterious circumstances. His colleague 

James Marwood is asked to investigate 

– but the task brings unexpected 

dangers.  Meanwhile architect Cat 

Hakesby is working for a merchant who 

lives on Slaughter Street, where the air 

smells of blood and a captive Barbary 

lion prowls the stables. Then a prestigious new commission arrives.  Cat 

must design a poultry house for the woman that the king loves most in all 

the world. 

 

The Winter Queen, by Boris Akunin 

The  first in a series of books by Boris 

Akunin set in late 19th century Moscow. 

“Think Tolstoy writing James Bond, with the 

logical rigour of Sherlock Holmes“ (Guardian 

review). 

 

Here we meet the young Erast Fandorin as a 

new naive recruit to the police force of 

Tsarist Russia.  

 

A young law student commits suicide in 

broad daylight in Moscow’s Alexander 

Gardens. But this is no ordinary suicide, he 

is the son of an influential industrialist and 

has left a considerable fortune. 
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During the investigation, Fandorin is propelled into the company of 

beautiful and unscrupulous women and devious conspirators.  A well-

developed plot will keep you guessing, there are vivid descriptions of the 

time and place, ranging across Europe, with touches of humour as well as 

the grislier aspects, making this a mix of a historical and a crime novel. 

 

Miss Benson’s Beetle, by Rachel Joyce  

It is 1950. In a devastating moment of 

clarity Miss Benson abandons her dead-

end job and advertises for an assistant to 

accompany her on an expedition to the far 

side of the world, in order to search for a 

beetle that may or may not exist. 

 

Enid Pretty in her pink travel suit, with no 

experience of travel or entomology, is not 

exactly what Miss Benson had in mind, yet 

together they will be drawn into an 

adventure that exceeds their imagination. 

They set out for New Caledonia, break the 

rules, risk everything, face dangerous 

situations and, despite having totally 

different backgrounds and characters, forge an unlikely bond. 

 

This is a story that is less about what can be found, than the belief it might 

be found.  A moving and powerful story of female friendship. 
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THE REASSURING CLOCK 
Although St Catherine’s Church has a history dating back many centuries, 

the present building dates back to 1850, but the clock in the tower is much 

more recent. It was installed in 1943, during the dark days of WW2.   

 

We are very fortunate that the clock is so well 

maintained, and keeps such good time.  We may 

like to hear the clock’s chimes, but during the war 

it also served a different purpose.  Members of 102 

(Ceylon) Squadron, returning home to the airfields 

at Pocklington or Elvington, used the church tower 

and the four bright blue clock faces as one of their 

navigational orientation points.   

 

102 (Ceylon) Squadron was based at Pocklington 

Airfield from 1942 until 1945, and during that period formed a really close 

bond with St Catherine’s Church.  The bond continues to this day, but now 

with the 102 (Ceylon) Squadron Association.   

 

The Association made a generous donation to St 

Catherine’s in April, in lieu of the fact that members of 

the Association have not been able to visit Barmby Moor 

during the pandemic.  The donation has been used 

towards the servicing and maintenance of the clock. Both 

the PCC and the Association agree that it is a very 

poignant and fitting use of the donation.   

 

Next time you are passing the Church, look up at the clock from below, and 

think of those brave airmen who found such reassurance looking down at it 

from above. 

 

You may find it interesting to look at the new Squadron website at 

102squadronassociation.org   

 

Lewis Anderson 

Treasurer, Barmby Moor PCC 
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CHINA MISSIONARIES 
As a child in Denmark, I was used to hearing my grandparents, Conrad and 

Minna, talking in Chinese/Mandarin when they wanted to have a private 

conversation. Only later did I realise how unusual their background was. 

 

Conrad Bolwig was a third-generation vicar and his fiancée Minna Hass a 

trained teacher.  Returning from a trip to Norway, Conrad felt he had been 

called to work as a missionary, and Minna took it for granted that the 

calling was also for her, ’because God knew they belonged together’. 

 

A week after their marriage in 1893, 

the young couple travelled via America 

to China. They were initially based with 

the Norwegian mission, but after a 

period during which they lost their first-

born child, it was decided they should 

move to Dagushan in North-Eastern 

China. As Conrad was already there, 

Minna, with her second son, travelled 

unaccompanied by mule-carriage for seven days to join her husband.  

 

Conrad’s primary work in this new 

mission area was giving sermons 

in the Street Chapel and treating 

the sick. In Edinburgh, he had 

learned wound dressing and 

treatment of different diseases, 

and he had medical drugs 

available. 

 

The Bolwigs’ time in China was punctuated by political upheavals, the first 

of which was the Boxer uprising in 1899. The Boxers were particularly 

hostile to Christians, but the couple were unaware of this in their ‘distant 

corner’, until the family was ordered to Port Arthur. Conrad stayed behind 

at the mission, but eventually had to leave. The Chinese commander-in-
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chief sent soldiers to escort him for his protection, because Conrad had 

saved the life of one of his soldiers.  

 

The couple moved into an empty house in Cheefo ‘where they had to make 

do’. They had two more sons, but one sadly did not survive. Before 

returning to Dagushan, for health and education reasons, they took their 

two surviving sons, aged 4 and 7, and placed them with a family in 

Denmark. The children would not see their parents again for six years, until 

after the First World War. 

 

Dagushan was next occupied by Cossacks, and then during the Russian-

Japanese war Japanese troops.  The youngest son, Erling – my father – 

was born then and stayed in Dagushan till he was thirteen.  

 

Part of the work in Dagushan was 

starting an intermediate and high-level 

boarding school for boys. There was 

also a primary and secondary school, 

which operated for many years. In the 

autumn of 1921, the Church of the 

Danish Mission was consecrated, as the 

Street Chapel had become too small for 

the growing Christian congregation.  

 

The following years were quiet until the Japanese occupation in 1932. At 

first there were soldiers and shooting, and then after a period of relative 

calm, Conrad was kidnapped and ransomed by bandits. He was held in a 

mountain cave but set free after 46 days. Nobody knew why, but possibly 

the Japanese occupiers paid a ransom due to their good relationship with 

Conrad. 

 

When the second World War started, the Bolwigs prepared to return to 

Denmark with other missionaries, but, after a bicycle fall on one of his trips 

to the surrounding areas, Conrad was hospitalised, and the opportunity to 

leave was lost. He was no longer allowed to preach, and the situation was 

difficult. At the end of the War the Japanese left China, and the Red Army 

took over.  
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In May 1946, Conrad and Minna 

finally left China on a complicated 

journey back to Denmark, where 

they arrived by special plane with 

other missionaries in October. My 

grandparents lived with us at my 

childhood home until their deaths 

in 1951 and 1960. 

Susanne Gilbert 

 

LOCKDOWN OR LOCKUP, EPISODE 14 
In previous issues, we have included readers reflections on being locked 

down. Here is the latest episode as lockdown eases. 

 

More than a year we’ve lived in fear, (time flies when having fun!) 

Its pleasing rules are easing, but the fight is not yet won. 

We’ve queued up in our millions for procedures hypodermic, 

Met friends for drinks al fresco which have left us hypothermic. 

Had haircuts, been to town to do some non-essential shopping, 

Bewailing how stores failing, means consumer choice is dropping. 

 

For me, the end of shielding meant my freedom was in sight. 

A nervous re-emerger, pale and blinking in the light. 

A Ben Gunn of the under-stairs, his beard down to his knees. 

Who’d had enough of ready meals and craved a lump of cheese. 

My wife has closely supervised my slow re-integration, 

Insisting that my den should have a thorough fumigation. 

 

Whilst White House disinfection flushed the taint of Trump away, 

The Lying King’s a Loser and the people won the day. 

We Brits are booking holidays; let’s hope the rules won’t stop it. 

We’ll save up all our litter, then go somewhere nice to drop it. 

As things return to normal though, one problem bothers me. 

I simply can’t remember quite what normal used to be. 

      Dick Ockelton 
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LIVING CHRIST’S STORY – THE FUTURE OF YOUR CHURCH 

We are part of the diocese of York.  Recently the diocesan vision has been 

refreshed, titled ‘Living Christ’s Story’, and this is expressed as our 

‘Becoming more like Christ’, ‘Reaching people we currently don’t’, ‘Growing 

missionary disciples’ and ‘Transforming our finances and structures’.  

 

The church in each of our parishes remains a key part of our village life.  At 

times we take for granted they will always remain, however, to do so they 

need continue to tell the Living Christ’s Story. 

 

The diocese of York is conducting a consultation process and is seeking the 

views of each of our parochial church councils (PCCs), on how this vision 

can be achieved.  In turn, each PCC will wish to reflect the views of their 

villagers and parishioners.  In looking at the future there are challenges, 

some deepened by the Covid pandemic. In many parishes our resources, 

both of people and finances, are becoming stretched and we know that 

some of our existing models of ministry need to be renewed. Nor can we 

hide from the fact that the diocese also faces financial challenges over the 

next few years.  

 

The consultation covers nine questions: 

1 The focus of your church’s life and mission – Tell, teach, tend, 

transform, treasure 

2 Capacity for Ministry – what needs to be developed 

3 Information, Ideas and Advice – what support is required 

4 Diocesan Support – what extra resources are required 

5 Lay Ministry – can they take on more responsibility 

6 Re-shaping ministry – less churches / combining parishes 

7 Diocesan Income – Can we increase financial contributions 

8 The Cost of Resourcing the Diocese – Apportioning costs differently 

9 Supporting the poorest – Should each parish bear its own costs. 

 

More information is available at https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/living-christs-

story.  Please take a look, and communicate your views to your PCC or 

churchwarden, and have a say in the future of your village church.  Input 

into the consultation closes on Friday 3rd September 2021.
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AUGUST CHURCH SERVICES in the BENEFICE 
 

Date Parish Time Service or Event         

1st August 
Trinity 9  

Yapham 

 

Thornton 

 

Allerthorpe 

9.15 am 

 

10.45 am 

 

5.00 pm 

Morning Prayer -

Holy Communion  

Morning Prayer -

Holy Communion  

Evensong 
8th August 

Trinity 10 

Fangfoss 

 

Barmby Moor 

 

9.15 am 

 

10.45 am 

 

Morning Prayer -

Holy Communion  

Morning Prayer  

15th August 

Trinity 11  

 

Allerthorpe 

 

Thornton 

9.15 am 

 

10.45 am 

 

Morning Prayer -

Holy Communion  

Morning Prayer 

 

22nd August 

Trinity 12  

Fangfoss 

Barmby Moor 

Yapham 

9.15 am 

10.45 am 

10.45 am 

Morning Prayer 

Holy Communion 

Family Service  
29th August 

Trinity 13  

Fangfoss  10.00 am  Benefice Service  

 

 

PARISH REGISTERS 
 

We congratulate: 

Janine Lyn Hicks and Gary Baldwin, married on 22nd May at Allerthorpe. 

Mr and Mrs Marsden on their 50th Wedding Anniversary, blessing on 

19th June at Barmby Moor. 

Sophie Coulter-Maltby and Ryan Perry, married on 12th June at 

Fangfoss. 
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SEPTEMBER CHURCH SERVICES in the BENEFICE 
 

Date Parish Time Service or Event 
 

5th September 
Trinity 14 

Yapham 

Thornton 

Allerthorpe 

9.15 am 

10.45 am 

5.00 pm 

Holy Communion  
Holy Communion  
Evensong 
 

12th September 
Trinity 15  

Fangfoss 
 
Barmby Moor 
 

9.15am 

 
10.45 am 

 

Morning Prayer - 
Holy Communion  
Morning Prayer 
 

19th September 
Trinity 16 
  

Allerthorpe 

 
Thornton 

9.15 am 

 
10.45 am 

Morning Prayer -
Holy Communion  
Morning Prayer 
 

26th September 
Trinity 17  

Fangfoss 
Barmby Moor 
Yapham  

9.15 am 

10.45 am 

10.45 am 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 
Family Service 
 

 

 

We say a sad farewell and offer condolences to the families of: 

John Leonard Sykes (Len), funeral on 14th May at Yapham 

Donald Gray, funeral on 10th June at Yapham. 

Paul Murray, funeral on 11th June at Barmby Moor. 

Maureen Edwards, funeral on 28th June at Fangfoss. 
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CUMBERLAND SAUSAGE CASSEROLE 
 

400g pack Cumberland sausages 

1 large red onion, finely chopped 

4 celery sticks, roughly chopped 

2 bulbs of fennel, cut into 8 pieces 

Pinch of dried chilli flakes (optional) 

1 plump garlic clove, crushed 

400g tin Italian chopped tomatoes  

200ml red wine 

410g tin haricot beans, drained  

100g fresh breadcrumbs 

25g pack flat leaf parsley, chopped 

Oil 

 

Twist the sausages and cut in half. Heat a large frying pan and cook in ½ 

tablespoon of oil for 5-6 minutes to brown then set aside. 

 

Add another ½ tablespoon of oil to the pan along with the onion and cook 

for 3-4 minutes until soft. Then add the garlic, celery and fennel and cook 

for a further 5 minutes until golden. Stir in the chilli with the tomatoes and 

wine then return the sausages to the pan. Cover and cook for 20-25 

minutes, stirring occasionally. 

 

Add the beans and cook for a further 5 minutes. Transfer the mixture to a 

large, ovenproof baking dish.  Mix the breadcrumbs with the parsley and 

sprinkle over the sausage mixture. Drizzle with and pop under the grill until 

golden. 

 

Serve with a green vegetable of choice and crusty bread or new potatoes. 

Serves 4.  

 

Elaine Stubbings 
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NEWS FROM ALLERTHORPE 

The Plough  

After what seems like a lifetime 

(twenty-four and a half years), Dan 

and Harriet are moving onwards and 

upwards to The Gait Inn at Millington. 

 

It has been lovely to have the family 

run the pub for such an extended 

period, and it is definitely the end of an era!  We wish them the best of  

luck and much happiness in their new home and business venture.  Thank 

you for all your hard work, and the fun you brought to the village! 

 

A warm welcome to Jake and Kirsty our new pub landlord and landlady - 

wishing you every success and lots of good times to come . 

 

Record Plant Sale 

This year’s plant sale raised a record £7,403.  Our 

thanks to the PCC, and all those who grew and 

provided the plants.  Also, the volunteers who 

kept them watered and all the lovely people who 

came from near and far to buy our home-grown 

plants. 

 

New Village Planters  

Four new flower planters in the village have been 

installed.  Many thanks to Angela Batty for 

organising their making and installation. Our 

thanks to Neil Serginson for the installation. 

 

The largest is sited at 

the top of the village 

by the village sign, two smaller ones at each 

end of the bench near the village hall, and one 

planter as you leave the village towards 

Melbourne. 
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Our thanks to Penny Simmons and Margaret Murray, who change the 

plants according to the season.  Also, to all the volunteers who water the 

plants, especially Gill Loftus, Sarah at the cottage, and Julie and Mark 

Thompson. All this would not be possible without the very welcome 

financial support of the Parish Council.                          . 

 

Trussell Trust / Food Bank  

The Trussell Trust is working to stop UK hunger 

and poverty.  It provides a network of foodbanks 

throughout the country.  They support people in 

crisis with emergency food supplies. 

 

The food bank collection boxes are currently 

located in the yard of the Gables, with a sign 

outside on Main Street.  Thank you to all who 

donate. Ken Cutsforth, who collects the donations on behalf of the Trussell 

Trust, always comments on the generosity of the village. 
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Deborah’s Ladies Lunch 

Ring Deborah on 306146 to book your place at the Ladies Lunch on 

Tuesday 31st August. 

 

100 Club Winners 

April 2021: £25 Tim O’Gram (93), Mike Sutton (5), Naomi Roberts (285), 

Laura Moll (153) 

May 2021: £25 Shelagh Wiltshire (78), Grannie Timms (48), Nicola 

Whitaker (263), Noel Brennan (177) 

 

NEWS FROM BARMBY MOOR 
Barmby Moor Calley Trust 

Occasionally families or individuals may need a little extra help when 

perhaps, sickness, disability or unemployment make it difficult to manage. 

Perhaps your child has an educational need such as buying extra 

equipment or school uniform that is difficult to budget for. 

 

The Calley Trust may be able to help with a grant. The Trust also 

welcomes applications from organisations for educational or welfare 

purposes.  Applications from residents or organisations within Barmby Moor 

are considered by the trustees in strict confidence and should be made to 

the clerk: Barry Malin Phone: (01759) 303189, Email: 

lodgebarmbymoor@gmail.com 

 

Christian Aid Collection  

The Christian Aid envelope collection in Barmby Moor raised an amazing 

£579. Thank you to all those who gave so generously and took their 

envelope to the Post Office. Thank you also to Ken and Liz at the Post 

Office for enabling the envelopes to be left with them; without their 

support this would not have been possible. 

 

St. Catherine’s Coffee Morning.  

The first coffee morning since February 2020 took place outside church on 

Saturday 10th July. It was so lovely to see friends once again. Thank you to 

all who supported this event and to those who helped. The next coffee 

mornings (hopefully) will be on August 21st, and on 18th September. 

mailto:lodgebarmbymoor@gmail.com
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Boot IT Club Restarting 

The last year has been difficult, and we have realised how much we rely on 

the internet. “You can learn more in a friendly group which been going for 

over six years”.  We would love to see you at the BOOT-IT group meetings.  

These are held at the Boot and Slipper in Barmby Moor, starting from 

September 23rd.  We meet on Thursday mornings, 10am to 12am. Each 

session cost £6 for up-to-date information, tuition, individual support, and 

refreshments. We have our own tablets to practise on if you wish. Please 

phone 07711 137680 for information 

 

St. Catherine's Church 100 Club Winners 

May 2021: £20 - Julia Gregory (132), £15 - Beatrice Lumley c/o Tina 

Morley (55), £10 - Graham Puckering (96).   

June 2021: £20 - Jenny Webb (51), £15 - Sophie Kaye (208), £10 - Ruth 

Nixon (83).  

 

Barmby Moor Playing Field 100 Club Winners 

May Draw: First prize - £72.75 T Spayne (80), Second prize - £48.50         

J Nixon (84), Third prize - £24.25 C Potter (90).  

June Draw:  First prize - £73.50 Ruby Shepherdson (42), Second prize - 

£49.00 Steve Gardham (16), Third prize - £24.50 Mr and Mrs Goodwin 

(47).  

The May draw was held on 26th May, the June draw on 29th June.  Both 

were videoed and posted on Facebook.  

 

Denis Husband 

Denis Husband passed away on 17th June 2021.  Denis, a Korean War 

Veteran, died at home, after a short illness, surrounded by his loving 

family.  

 

Phyllis and Denis, a devoted couple, would have celebrated their 64th 

Wedding Anniversary on June 22nd, 2021.  They had their telegram from 

the Queen celebrating their Diamond Wedding Anniversary in 2017 framed, 

and it holds pride of place on their mantelpiece. 

 

Denis, known for his cheery outlook on life, and cheeky banter, wanted his 

funeral to be a celebration of his life.  He asked the family and friends who 
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attended his cremation at Octon on July 1st to wear colourful clothing to 

reflect this. “No tears, just beers afterwards”  he joked the night before he 

died, so typical of Denis.  

 

At an Investiture at Buckingham 

Palace on July 20th, 1954, Denis was 

immensely proud to be awarded by 

the Queen the Military Medal, for 

“superb gallantry in hand-to-hand 

fighting”.  After the war He also 

received, by post, the Korean Ribbon 

and the United Nations Ribbon.  

 

His memoirs from his National Service Days 

from 1951-1953 include his year on active 

service in Korea, in particular, his harrowing 

experience at the Battle of the Hook on May 

28th, 1952.  It was then that the lads he had 

fought with put him forward to receive the 

Military Medal, “for keeping spirits up under fire 

and refusing to give in”.  Denis fought in the 

Duke of Wellington’s Regiment, and wanted to 

leave his memoirs to his family for posterity.   A 

copy of his memoirs is now in the archives of 

the Duke of Wellington Museum, Halifax.  

  

         By Julia Pattison, writer of Denis’ memoirs. 

 

NEWS FROM FANGFOSS, BOLTON AND SPITTAL 
Fangfest is Back 

The popular village festival, which had to be cancelled last year, will be 

back this year over the weekend of the 4th and 5th September. Along with 

various crafts and demonstrations, plants and produce stalls, there will be 

a display of vintage/veteran cars, a scarecrow trail, archery, children's 

activities, and a local history display in the church.  
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Any "crafters" who would like a stall are asked to contact initially  Lyn 

Grant by email - lyn@fangfosspottery.co.uk.   Lyn is also asking for the 

loan of any items of local historical interest - anything from ancient broken 

pot sherds to prehistoric flints or even some Victorian curiosities. 

 

Church fundraising at Fangfest 2021 

St Martin’s Church will be having some fundraising stalls at this year’s 

Fangfest.  These will include our ever-popular book stall and a “Plant and 

Produce” stall.  We would love to hear from anyone who can help us, 

either by manning a stall for a couple of hours or by donating books, 

plants, home grown produce, jams, cakes, biscuits etc.  

 

Please let Julia Cockman know if you would like to help and/or donate 

items. Tel. 01759 369662, or email  julia.cockman@gmail.com 

 

East Riding Artists Visit 

About 20 members of 

the East Riding Artists 

descended on Fangfoss 

in June, to sketch and 

paint around the village, 

and to visit the pottery. 

They set up their easels 

in various places, where 

they would be inspired 

by the scenery and buildings. The above painting of the church was by 

Mimi Claughton. 

 

Letter Wins Award 

Rita Baugh sent an email to 

Yours Magazine, which won the 

Star Letter Award.  Her email 

was in response to the 

magazine’s article about how 

much the Queen enjoyed 

jigsaws and how villages use 

their red telephone boxes. 

mailto:lyn@fangfosspottery.co.uk
mailto:julia.cockman@gmail.com
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News from Fangfoss Church 

We are enjoying being back into our regular pattern of services on the 2nd 

and 4th Sunday of every month.  It was especially nice to be joined by 

Sophie and Ryan for the reading of their Banns of Marriage, prior to their 

wedding at Fangfoss Church on 12th June.   

 

Their wedding day saw glorious sunshine, and the church and churchyard 

looked lovely. The bride and her friends adorned the church with beautiful 

decorations that she had made.  We send our best wishes for much 

happiness to the new Mr and Mrs Perry. 

 

On a sadder note, we said goodbye to Maureen Edwards, a much-loved 

friend of Fangfoss Church, at her funeral on 28th June. Many of her friends 

and family attended the beautiful service, which was conducted by the 

Revd. Maggy Ellison.  We send our prayers and condolences to her 

husband Graham and all her family. 

 

Jubilee Park 

During the Covid pandemic, Jubilee Park followed all government advice 

and was able to keep the park open to provide a green space for families.   

 

One of the favourite attractions is the zip wire, which has now been in 

place for over 7 years.  Although safe to use, the zip wire needs repairs to 

its base, at a cost of £2,500, to safeguard it for the future.  We have not 

been able to fundraise during the pandemic and would be extremely 

grateful for any donations towards our target to ensure that the zip wire 

can be enjoyed for many years to come.   

 

Please use the following link to our Just Giving 

Pagehttps://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/jubilee-park-zipwire 

Thanks in advance to all who are able to donate. 

 

After a lot of hard work by members of the committee and friends, 

wildflowers are now appearing again in the park, attracting lots of insects 

and butterflies.  These include large clumps of oxeye daisies, which are 
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flourishing at the top end of the park.  They were planted by children 

several years ago. 

 

Jubilee Park committee is in negotiations with regard to providing a small 

woodland at the top end of the park. Further details of its opening will be 

announced at a later date. 

 

The Potato Competition  

We hope your potatoes are growing well. Digging up and weighing time is 

in September, though the exact dates have not been finalised, and the 

results night will depend on what Covid restrictions (if any) are in place. 

Members will be in touch nearer the time. 

 

The Photography Competition  

We hope everyone has been clicking away, taking some excellent photos in 

the Parish. The competition closes at the end of September and there are 

prizes for the best photographs in both the children and adult categories. 

Twelve of the entries will appear in the 2022 calendar, on sale later in the 

year.  Further information will appear on the Jubilee Park Facebook page. 

 

100 Club 

May 2021 - £25 Thomas Calpin (30), £25 Heath Jones (27) 

June 2021 - £25 Ken Tattersall (65), £25 Dawn Jones (29)       

 

NEWS FROM THORNTON AND MELBOURNE 
Village BBQ 

The Parish Council is organising the Village BBQ, date to be confirmed but 

probably in August at the Village Playing Field between Woodlands and 1 

Tithe Barn Cottages.  Watch out for flyers and posters advertising the 

event. 

 

Harvest Festival 

This Service is to be held on Friday 10th September at 7pm at St. Michael's 

Church, with a Harvest Supper afterwards (Covid restrictions permitting). 

Area Dean Caroline Pinchbeck will take the Service.  
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COVID 

As restrictions are relaxed, please continue to take care, and look out for 

those who may feel hesitant or worried about regaining their 'freedom'. If 

you are offered the vaccination, then please take up the offer. 

 

Vintage Rally 

On Saturday 26th June there was a 

drive through the village of a 

selection of historic vehicles such as 

a Jaguar, Mini, Porsche, Rolls 

Royce, and Cortina.  The vehicles 

were 

beautifully presented and driven.  As they 

went through the village they created a lot of 

discussion and reminiscing by those watching, 

as they 

slowed, 

waved 

and 

tooted their horns. A wonderful 

spectacle and a good excuse to do 

nothing for two hours whilst they 

passed through!  

 

 

Living Christ's Story - Consultation from York Diocese 

Please take time to have your say regarding the future and restructure of 

the Diocese - there is a survey to complete 

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PCC_Consultation_2021.  Please help to try 

and keep the doors of St. Michael's Church open. 

 

Village Taskforce 

ERYC met with the Parish Council, and have identified works to be done 

during a walkabout on the 28th May. You may have noticed that some of 

http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PCC_Consultation_2021
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the work has already been completed; white lines have been repainted, 

potholes have been filled in. If you identify anything which you think the 

Parish Council should be aware of, or where they need to act, then please 

contact any one of your Parish Councillors or the Parish Clerk. 

 

Highways 

You can complete and inform ERYC, on their website, of any potholes that 

need repairing. This only takes about five minutes to complete. 

 

Lost and Found 

There was a set of keys found in the Church with a distinctive key ring. 

Please contact Claire Triffitt if you think the keys are yours. 

 

A grey coloured wrap was found in the road a few weeks ago.  It has been 

washed, as it was a little bedraggled and muddy, but it is now over a pew 

in church waiting to be collected. 

 

Fresh Fish 

Deliveries of fresh fish are still being made to the Thornton village on a 

fortnightly basis.  If you want further information, please contact Claire 

Triffitt. 

 

100 Club 

June 2021: £25 - Claire Triffitt (2), £25 - Paul Hayton (15), £10 - Hazel 

Marshall (79) 

 

NEWS FROM YAPHAM-CUM-MELTONBY 
Services 

At this time, with the easing of Covid restrictions, our church will continue 

to be open on Saturdays, Sundays, and Mondays for private prayer.  Our 

services are Morning Prayer followed by Communion on the first Sunday of 

the month and Morning Prayer only on the fourth Sunday. 

 

It would be appreciated if mask wearing and sanitising hands continues on 

entering the church, because there is no through ventilation in church, 

there being only one door and no windows which open.  Covid has not 



 
31 

 

gone away and probably will be part of our lives, like flu, for many years to 

come.  

 

Building Project 

As you may be aware, St 

Martin’s has major 

structural problems; 

already the porch is 

having to be propped up. 

 

In February, at the 

invitation of Diocesan 

Buildings Support Officer, 

Keith Halliday, Dr Kate 

Giles, FSA Co-Director, 

Centre for the Study of Christianity & Culture at the University of York and 

Dr Louise Hampson, Heritage Research and Partnerships Coordinator, 

contacted Rev Jan to explore how they could help our church get to grips 

with the big job of repairs. 

 

They work with a range of cathedrals and parish churches, exploring how 

best they can support them in their ambitions to use the heritage and 

'value' of their buildings for mission, as well as enhancing sustainability in 

all its forms.  They do this through looking at ideas for future or extended 

use, reordering and interpretation, as well as offering practical support and 

advice on permissions and funding applications.   

 

Following the visit, in March our architect, Andrew Boyce, visited the 

church to assess the state of the building and form a plan of action to take 

the project forward in a way that might receive funding.  However, the 

Covid pandemic has caused a hiatus for all of us for the last few months.  

Now things are getting going again.  Aaron Sheldon, a post graduate 

student at York University, visited church on the 9th July to find out more 

about our church and see the village for himself, to help him compile a 

Statement of Significance for the church’s grant application.   
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You should soon find that a questionnaire will be put through your letter 

box, asking for your opinion on the future of our lovely little church.  Please 

help us to make the right decision for St Martin’s. 

 

John Leonard Sykes 

John Leonard Sykes passed away on 

the 6th May 2021.  He was born in 

Meltonby to Edith and Walter Sykes, 

and was brother to Audrey.  His 

father died when John was 3 years 

old, however his mum lived until 

1982.  

 

Len enjoyed a happy childhood in 

Meltonby and attended primary 

school in Yapham, often walking 

from home to school with his sister 

Audrey.  At about this time he 

decided that he wanted to be called 

Len as there were too many Johns in 

the family. Thereafter, he was known 

as Len to his friends and family.  After leaving Pocklington County school at 

the age of 15, he became an apprentice joiner with Selles.  He moved to 2 

The Square, Yapham with his sister, mother and nephew, Brian, in 1949.  

 

Although he worked six days a week, he would rush home on a Saturday at 

lunch time to listen to his beloved brass bands on the radio.  He then 

joined the RAF in January 1957 for his three years of National Service, 

during which he was stationed in Cyprus.  Where he served as a steward,  

batman, and waiter.   

 

This was a happy time with many good memories.  On discharge, he did 

various joinery jobs before starting his own joinery business with his 

nephew Brian, from the cottage workshop they built.  

 

His hobby of building and flying model planes was shared with Brian, and 

the two of them took great pleasure travelling round the county on his 
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motorcycle.  In their large garden he grew vegetables and shared them 

with neighbours.  He especially liked to look after his roses.  

 

In later life, as his health deteriorated, he gave up his driving licence, 

resulting in his activity becoming more restricted.  This did not stop him 

sitting with Brian on the village bench, passing the time of day with 

passers-by, becoming known as the bench boys. 

 

He never really got over the death of his sister Audrey in 2017, followed by 

Brian three years later.  Following a series of falls and admissions to 

hospital, he broke his hip and never recovered from it, dying peacefully in 

Northgate House with his family present. 

 

100 Club 

We hope that this fund raiser will get going again in December as it is an 

important source of income to pay for the running costs of the church.  

Hopefully when restrictions are lifted Lesley Barker will be once more 

collecting donations.
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SOME CONTACT NUMBERS . . . . . . . . . .          01759. . . . . . .   
 

Revd Jan Hardy       307490  

 

Allerthorpe, St Botolph’s Church 

Mr Tim O’Gram       303180 
Mr Mark Stageman      303862  
 

Barmby Moor, St Catherine’s Church 

Mr Gordon Fallowfield       380362 
 

Fangfoss, St Martin’s Church 

Mr Scott Holley       07889 163582 
          

Thornton and Melbourne, St Michael’s Church 
Mrs Claire Triffitt      318955 

Mr David Whitwell      318064 
 

Yapham, St Martin’s Church    

Dr Elaine Stubbings      304773 
 

 
Thank you to Lyn Grant for the front cover picture. 

 

ADVERTISING SPACE - GREAT RATES 
Please contact Mark Stageman 01759 303862 

misitaalgoec@gmail.com  

Please contact us 
now to place your 
advert. Prices per 
year (6 issues). 

⅛ page £70 

¼ page £125 

½ page £225 

full page £405 

Please submit photos, articles, notices, adverts  

for the October – November 2021 issue to 

Mark Stageman, email misitaalgoec@gmail.com 

by Friday 10th September 2021 latest.  

All enquiries to any member of the Editorial Team  

as listed on page 3.  Thank you. 

 

mailto:ianaitchison155@gmail.com
mailto:misitaalgoec@gmail.com
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