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FANGFOSS POTTERY

-

The Old School, Fangfoss
York. YO41 5QH
Email: lynandgerry@fangfosspottery.co.uk
Web: www.fangfosspottery.co.uk

Hand-thrown stoneware pottery
Gift items for all occasions.
Studio Ceramics. Commissions undertaken.
Visitors always welcome

The Original

Viking Plastering

Your Local Friendly Plasterer

-All Aspects Of Plastering
-New And Old Builds

-No Job Too Small

-Call Now For A Free No

01759369695
www.Vikingplastering.co.uk
City
Guilds
Qualified

! %

Not part of any large company or PLC
Funeral Plans by Golden Charter
Family Run and Owned

Bespoke Funerals from £2680
Private Chapels of Rest

Personal Attention 24hr/365 days

27A New Street,
Pocklington
01759 302205

MURR sk HRE

Pocklington & Surrounding Area

» Midi 4yd
» Semi-Large 6yd
+ Builders-Large 8yd

Competitive Prices
Reduced Rates for Soil & Rubble

01759 302289
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WELCOM o the December/

January 2022 edition of the Parish
News.

All best wishes from the editorial
team for the Christmas period and
a Happy New Year.

Our thanks to Jane Cookfor the
rainbow picture. May all of us find
a pot of gold at the end of our
rainbows in 2022.

THEPARISHNEW3SEDITORIALEAM

Allerthorpe Penny Simmons 303832
pennysimmons@mac.com
Mark Stageman 303862

misitaalgoec@gmail.com
Margaret Murray
margaret.m.murrayl7@gmail.com

Barmby Moor Jackie Jeffery 303651
jack@rosedene.com
Gail Turner 380250
gturner1518@gmail.com

Fangfoss and Bolton Julia Cockman 369662
julia.cockman@gmail.com

Yapham-cum-Meltonby  Elaine Stubbings 304773
elainestubbings@btconnect.com

Thornton and Melbourne Rebecca Metcalfe 318562

rebeccaemetcalfe @hotmail.co.uk

We welcome all articles but reserve the right to shorten or amend them.
Whilst we are happy to publish unedited articles, in the spirit of freedom of
speech, any views expressed are not necessarily those of the Parish News
Editorial Team.


mailto:pennysimmons@mac.com
mailto:misitaalgoec@gmail.com
mailto:elainestubbings@btconnect.com

THECHRISTMABREE

There are many stories about the
origin of the Christmas tree,
including how the fir tree became
associated with Christmas.
However, how the tree became
part of the Christmas story
remains a mystery. What is clear
is that references date back to
medieval days, with mention in
the 700s of a first decorated tree
in Germany.

Perhapsthe stories started in
Pagan times with the Yule
celebration. Pagan families
believed in wood spirits and
would bring a real tree into their
homes during winter, thus
keeping the spirits warm during
the cold winter months. By hanging bells on the trees, they would know
when the spirits were there. Offerings hung on the tree included food
items, and often a five -pointed star was placed at the top of the tree.

Later in the 1300s there were paradise plays, when artists used to roam
around in the streets carrying huge pine boughs, loaded with apples. This
was linked to the miracle plays about Adam and Eve that were enacted on
church steps, with the pine boughs representing paradise. Over time this
'‘paradise tree' came to be associated with life and was named as the
'‘Christ Child's Tree'.

Then there was the story of Saint Boniface. He was a Christian monk who
preached about Christianity at the time of the Druids in England. The story
goes that one day he struck down a huge oak tree, which was believed to
be an object of worship in the Druid religion. As the tree fell to the ground,
it splintered and from within it, a fir tree sprung up. The monk declared the



fir tree to be the 'Holy Tree', a symbol of endless love, peace, and as well
as the Christ Child.

Of course, there is the story of the Poor
Woodsman, who found a lost and hungry
child in the woods. As it was Christmas
Eve, the woodsman took the child to his
hut and gave him food and shelter. When
the woodsman woke up the next
morning, he found a beautiful sparkling
tree outside the door in his yard. He
realized that the child was Christ himself
in disguise and that Christ had created
the tree to thank and reward the
woodsman for his kindness.




